Most local health officers are empowered to quarantine individuals with infectious venereal disease in order to prevent further spread of infection, but this power is seldom used. Instead, reliance is usually placed on persuasion and education, with the threat of quarantine reserved for the occasional patient who refuses to cooperate.
Little has appeared in the literature concerning the use of quarantine or detention for the control of venereal disease, as applied as an emergency measure in several States during the recent war. So far as is known to the author, only one State, South Carolina, used its quarantine powers as a routine, state-wide, and continuing activity. This The local health departments experienced little or no difficulty in enforcing the quarantine. The patients simply were advised that treatment was no longer available locally and that it was obligatory that they be treated in the hospital.
As of July 1, 1946, eighteen months after the establishment of the quarantine regulations, there was no record of a patient successfully evading quarantine through court proceedings, although several had employed lawyers to represent them in magistrate courts. The law has not been tested in circuit court.
